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  Georgia O’Keeffe Museum Welcomes  

New Curator of Fine Art 
 

Ariel Plotek, PhD, brings international experiences and an emphasis on education. 
  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—May 29, 2018 (Santa Fe, NM) — The Georgia O’Keeffe Museum is 

pleased to welcome Ariel Plotek, PhD, as its new Curator of Fine Art. 

 

“We are very excited to have Dr. Plotek join our dynamic team of curators,” says Cody Hartley, 

Senior Director, Collections and Interpretation. “He brings outstanding museum experience, as 

well as an enthusiasm for education and connecting diverse audiences.” Plotek shares the 

excitement. “I am thrilled to join the Museum and make the move to New Mexico, a place that 

was so profoundly important to O’Keeffe.” He says, “I look 

forward to beginning a new and exciting chapter.” 

 

Dr. Plotek’s studies and career have been international in scope. 

He has an MA and PhD from the Institute of Fine Arts, New York 

University, and completed his BA honors at the Courtauld Institute 

of Art, University of London. He has held a variety of museum 

and teaching positions at institutions that include the University of 

San Diego, Clemson University, New York University, the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Montreal Museum of Fine 

Arts. 

 

Most recently, Plotek was Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art at the San Diego Museum of 

Art. In this role, he was responsible for numerous exhibitions and a collection ranging from 

nineteenth century through contemporary art. 

 

“Ariel is an invested leader in fine art, with innovative approaches to his projects,” says Hartley. 

“We look forward to the insights he will bring to exploring Georgia O’Keeffe’s vast body of 

work.” 

 

Ariel Plotek is the third curator added to the O’Keeffe Museum this year, joining Liz Neely, 

Curator of Digital Experiences, and Katrina Stacy, Curator of Education and Interpretation. These 

recent hires are part of the Museum’s initiative to integrate further O’Keeffe’s life story with 

programming, community engagement, and technology. 
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Ariel Plotek 
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For media inquiries, please contact:  

Micaela Hester 

Public Relations Program Manager   

505.946.1063  

mhester@okeeffemuseum.org    
 

Image: Ariel Plotek, courtesy of the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum  
 

ABOUT THE GEORGIA O’KEEFFE MUSEUM:  

To inspire all current and future generations, the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum preserves, 

presents and advances the artistic legacy of Georgia O’Keeffe and modernism through 

innovative public engagement, education, and research. Opened in Santa Fe, New Mexico 

in 1997, the Museum counts O’Keeffe’s two New Mexico homes as part of its extended 

collection. The Museum’s collections, exhibitions, research center, publications and 

educational programs contribute to scholarly discourse and serve a diverse audience. The 

Georgia O’Keeffe Museum presents an ongoing series of thematic galleries exploring the 

career of the artist through her artwork, art materials, archives, and the landscapes and 

experiences that defined her life, on view throughout 2017. For more information, please 

visit okeeffemuseum.org.   
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